
Science History Tour 2006  
The Age of the Earth and the Evolution of Life 

 
For this summer’s tour we intend to explore the north of 
England and Scotland.  We will begin our trip on July 
12 in the beautiful old Cathedral city of Durham in the 
northeast of England, right below Newcastle on the 
map. We will be staying for a relaxing four nights at the 
Durham Marriott - an old hotel with an interesting 
history - located near the Cathedral. Visits within the 
city and lectures by distinguished faculty at the 
University including Emeritus Professor of the History 
of Science, Dr. David Knight, will set the scene for our 
trip. We will take at least one-day trip by coach to see 
more of the north of England.  On Sunday July 16 we 
will set out to travel up the west coast of Scotland to the 
northern tip of the mainland via Loch Ness, stopping off 
for a couple of nights on the way, then, using the ferry, 
we will travel to the Orkney Isles.  Here we will spend a 
couple of days exploring some of the important 
archeological and ecological sites to be found on the 
islands and enjoying the VERY long days that we will 
find there at that time of the year.  Then we will travel 
by overnight ferry down the east coast of Scotland 
disembarking at Aberdeen, where some visits are 
planned. Continuing our journey south through St. 
Andrews (birthplace of golf, they say) and on to 
Edinburgh, where the tour will end with a stay at the 
luxurious Radisson SAS hotel on the Royal Mile - right 
in the center of the old part of the city and a few 
minutes walk from both the Castle and (in the opposite 
direction) the Palace of Holyroodhouse. 
  

Our theme this year is “The Age of the Earth and the Evolution of Life” so we will be looking especially at 
important Scottish geological sites and at the work of James Hutton.  Our guide will be a Scottish Geologist 
with his Ph. D from Durham, and very interesting experiences including time spent volcano monitoring. 
Additionally, there will be visits to museums and places with connections to other scientific topics and 
scientists, such as the Scottish chemist Joseph Black and the ecologist John Muir, as well as early 
afforestation projects and a visit to an Observatory with a wonderful collection of rare science books. The 
tour will end in Edinburgh after breakfast on July 26.  Tour members should make travel plans to arrive in 
Durham by lunchtime on July 12 and to leave from Edinburgh whenever it suits them after the end of the 
tour on the morning of July 26.  Frequently, members choose to arrive at the starting point a day or so early, 
or else to stay on for a few days after the trip ends.  If you would like to do this, ask us for advice, as we can 
often help with ideas or hotel suggestions.  Both the Marriott and the Radisson are willing to offer the group 
rate to tour members who choose to stay at either hotel for extra days at their own expense 
 
A detailed itinerary will being provided to tour members before departure, but for now we can tell you that it 
will include traveling through some of the most beautiful scenery in the British Isles and a good deal of 
walking -- though not of a particularly strenuous or excessively long nature.  You should plan on bringing 
good footwear and rain gear though! 
 
Accommodation will be in comfortable welcoming hotels where all rooms have private bathrooms.  Room-
sharing arrangements can be coordinated for those persons who are traveling alone, but would like to share a 
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room to save single room supplements.  The single room supplement will be at cost, but could be as much as 
$500.  We will travel by luxury coach that will stay with us while we are touring.  Inexperienced 
international travelers will be given as much help as they need.  Those traveling alone will find a warm 
welcome from this congenial and interesting group where it is easy to make friends. 
 
During the tour all land transportation, hotels and breakfasts, at least (on average) one other meal per day - 
often with a glass of wine (or good Scottish beer!), all admissions to museums, lecture fees, and taxes are 
included.  Your additional expenditure will be for the few meals when the group does not eat together, 
incidentals such as theater or concert tickets, and personal expenditures.  TRANSATLANTIC AIRFARE IS 
NOT INCLUDED.   The cost of the 2006 tour will be $2975 per person, double occupancy. You will find 
that you receive excellent value for money. 
 
Graduate credit is available.   CPDUs are also available for teachers. For further information or to be put on 
the mailing list contact: Yvonne Twomey mailto:ytwomey@mindspring.com or Lee Marek, Tel: 630-420-
7516 E-mail: mailto:LMarek@aol.com For registration materials, contact Jaci Gentile: 
mailto:jgentile@wideopenwest.com  
See the following for a web presentation on past trips:  http://www.chem.uic.edu/marek/
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