2007 Science History Tour - Scandinavia.   Advance notice (Nov. 2006)

In 2007, Science History Tours will be celebrating its 10th anniversary by visiting Scandinavia and exploring further the Viking culture that we encountered in the Orkney Isles this past summer.  The itinerary is not yet finalized, but it looks as though we may begin in northern Germany on the Baltic, then travel north through Denmark and Sweden, and probably end the trip in Stockholm. Along the way we will see some of the towns in Schleswig-Holstein, such as Lubeck, stay in Copenhagen, cross to Sweden by ferry and visit Lund and possibly Tycho Brahe’s island of Hven, then on to Uppsala and Stockholm. Those who wanted to could take a few extra days and go on to Finland by ferry if they wish, possibly returning home from Helsinki.  
As 2007 is the 300th anniversary of the birth of Linnaeus, so that has inspired the philosophical theme of the 2007 trip - that of ‘Natural Kinds’ or the ways in which objects can be classified. There will be many celebrations of the anniversary in Sweden, so naturally we will want to visit Linnaeus’ garden in Uppsala and other places associated with him. Botanists will not have it all their way, though, as we will look at other aspects of classification, viewing Queen Christina’s Cabinets of Curiosity as early examples of museum culture, and, since so many elements were discovered in Scandinavia, we will consider another classification scheme, the Periodic Table. In Copenhagen we will look at modern physics and in Stockholm hope to visit the Royal Academy of Sciences and to include a ‘behind-the-scenes’ visit to see special objects not on public display, such as those associated with Berzelius.  Other scientists of Scandinavian origin, Arrhenius, Celsius, Ole Romer and others will be on our agenda too. Those of you who will be interested in the (very reasonably priced) college credit course associated with the tour could start thinking about a project related to one of these aspects of the tour theme. A reading list will be coming out in due course, but any biography of Linnaeus would be a good start.

As usual, we will include visits of cultural and general historical interest, such as the castle of Elsinore where Shakespeare’s Hamlet was set and also the place where the Nobel Banquet is held. We normally have some good meals of our own too, sampling the local specialties and drinks, often during visits (for our chemical and biochemical edification!) to either a distillery or a brewery.

The starting date and time for the trip will be around noon on Wednesday June 20. This is when the group will meet at the European starting point for the tour, so your air travel to Europe would need to be arranged accordingly. It is quite common for tour members to arrange to arrive in Europe a day or two early in order to get over jet lag and possibly pay some visits of interest to themselves. Normally, the trip lasts for two weeks, and that means it would end on Wednesday July 4th.

We are excited about the new sights and experiences that we will enjoy in Scandinavia, so would like to know if you are interested in joining the group. I have started a list of ‘Potential Participants’ for those who wish to be kept informed of our plans, so if you would like to be put on it, then just e-mail either Lee or Yvonne: Lmarek@aol.com or ytwomey@mindspring.com (Yvonne is the one with the list though!) 

The price of the trip is not yet determined, but I am sorry to say that it will have to be several hundred dollars higher than last year’s price of $2975 for the ground-only tour. The US dollar shows no sign of strengthening against European currencies and food and accommodation in Denmark and Sweden are expensive. For this past summer’s trip, there was a severe decline in the dollar after I had announced the price so it was fortunate that we had a large group to help cover the fixed costs. Even so, I had to dip into our small reserves to pay for the deficit, and worried a good deal in the process! Our options are to increase the price and do the usual 14-day tour, or to shave off a day or so and increase the price less. We are still undecided, but either way the price will be higher than for 2006.

If you look around for comparable trips to ours for 2007 (i.e., in June with good hotels, all visits and lectures and nearly all meals included) you will find the non-profit Elder Hostel organization is offering a trip to Scandinavia for $4,795.00 per person sharing a twin or double room for a 16-night trip in early June 2007 (more expensive in July). This is the cost for the ground-only program (airfare to Europe is extra). Single room supplement is $552. Visits and most meals are included and the program is of a similar level as ours, though not so customized nor with academic credit. National Geographic is offering a Scandinavian cruise in June. For this, the cheapest cabins cost $7585 per person double occupancy for a 14-day trip (13 nights) including all meals and cultural visits, but again, airfare to Scandinavia is extra. Our reputation for ‘excellent value’ is justified.

Once we have more information on the trip, primarily itinerary, duration and cost, we will let you know by means of another e-mail and from then on will communicate only with those on the ‘Potential Participants’ list, as we don’t want to be annoying!

If you want to see some presentations and information about previous years’ trips, then go to Lee’s web page at: http://www.chem.uic.edu/marek/ and click on “History of Science Stuff”.

As matters of general interest in the history of science I want to tell you about the following in case you have not already found them:

The Royal Society has put many of its journals online for free access, including the Philosophical Transactions. The early journals dating back to 1665 are fascinating and good subjects for student research. Go to the following URL to register: http://www.journals.royalsoc.ac.uk/(wgpvot45reqafafazkyh5555)/app/home/main.asp?referrer=default
The National Science Museums of England have put up a website with a mass of material, including interesting discussions and many, many pictures of objects in the collections. This is a good place for curious students to browse.     http://www.ingenious.org.uk/
Please let us know if you wish to be added to our list of interested persons for the 2007 trip, or if you wish to be removed from our database.

All best wishes,

Lee Marek    Lmarek@aol.com

Yvonne Twomey   ytwomey@mindspring.com
